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Tur harmony which has so happily existed in our Churches, 
demands our thankful acknowledgements to Almighty God. But 
who need be reminded of the vast consequence of strengthen- 
ing this thing ? Let us follow after charity, the bond of perfect- 
ness, that love may be without dissimulation. That among the 
most sincere and pious Christians, there should be many shades 
of difference in opinion respecting some abstruse doctrines, and 
the most prudent mode and effectual means of conducting our 
ministerial labours, is neither more nor less than must reasonably 
be expected from the nature of religion, and the common infirmi- 
ties of man. But though Christians cannot in every thing be of 
the same mind, it is very possible and very necessary that they 
should be of the same spirit. Let us respect the opinions of our 
brethren, and bear with patient meekness what we may deem 
their faults or infirmities. If among us there are those in whom 
a sense of duty excites a more ardent zeal for the peculiar doc- 
trines of the Gospel ; who, with uncommon assiduity, labour in 
word and doctrine, and desire to know nothing but Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified ; let not such be uncharitably censured ; for how 
know we but that ** God hath received them,” and will bless their 
labours? Or should there be those of our brethren who believe 
that the present state of Christianity requires a more sober and 
formal exercise of the Gospel Ministry ; that zeal should be tem- 
pered by reason and guided by knowledge; that prudence and 
moderation must be exercised, and muchcare taken that we strive 
lawfully ; and that preaching the doctrines of the cross is less 
edifying and useful, than inculcating the duties of Christian life ; 
let us take heed that such are not inconsiderately condemned as 
being cold or luke-warm, or unfriendly to Evangelical truth.* 
**‘ Who art thou that judgest another man’s servant? To bis own 
master’’ let him stand or fall. Let us not vainly suppose that ev- 
ery Opinion is to be stretched or cut to our own length. Men have 
their peculiar gifts and talents: let each one exercise his own, 
and ** prophesy according to the proportion of faith.” Let each 


* It is not here intended to give any countenance to irregularity in conduct, 
unsoundness in doctrine, or unfaithfulness in preaching the Gospel : but to 
commend that charity which believeth all things, and is most essential to the 
Christian character, and the prosperity of true religion 
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be persuaded in his own mind,” and ® wait on his ministry” in that 
manner which he conscientiously believes will best promote the 
honour of God. ‘ Let us not judge one another any more; but 
judge this rather, that no man put astumbling block, or an occa- 
sion to fallin his brother’s way. Let us follow after the things 
which make for peace, and the things wherewith one may edify 
another.”’ The * Lord has taught that all our doings without 
charity, are nothing worth.” Let us strive for this “bond of peace 
and of all virtues.”’ Let all who are brethren in Jesus Christ, love 
one another, and “ endeavour to keep the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace.” What other motive can we need for the dis- 
charge of this most essential duty, than the serious consideration 
that **there is one body and one spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling ; one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” “* There 
are diversities of gifts, but the same spirit ;” and let the same 
spirit rule in every Christian’s heart. Let not the brother of low 
degree be despised ; but rather condescend to men of low estate,” 
‘‘ in honour preferring one another.” 





BISHOP RAVENSCROFT’S CHARGE 


To the Clergy of bis Diocese, delivered at the Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in North Carolina, held in Christ Church, Washington, on 
the 21st, 22d, 23d, and 25th of April, 1825. 


Tue period has arrived, my brethren, when personal observa- 
tion of the state of this Diocese enables me to fulfil a duty of my 
station, in an Address, by way of Charge, to the clergy and laity 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in North Carolina; and I 
very gladly embrace the opportunity of this annual assemblage 
of the representatives of the Church in Convention, to present to 
their consideration those particulars which are of greatest impor- 
tance, at present, to the progress and success of the cause we 
have in hand. 

From the information given to this Convention in my Episco- 
pal journal, and the subsequent Parochial reports, the gradual 
improvement in the external circumstances of the Church is ve- 
ry evident ; and it is no more than a reasonable expectation, that 
a continuance of the same course of labour and diligence in the 
clergy, and attention on the part of the laity, will be followed by 
a like favourable result. 

There are some causes, however, more remote from general 
observation, which operate injuriously to the advancement of the 
Church, but which are in the reach of a remedy, and which it is 
our joint duty to endeaveur toremove. The first I shall mention is 
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want of information in the people at large, and in too great a de- 
gree among those of our own communion, on the distinctive char- 
acter of the Church of Christ, and the obligations which thence 
follow to man, thus furnished with this means of grace. 

That it exists in a very extensive and injurious degree, is a 
point which needs no proof; it being the daily experience of 
most of those who hear me. And while it can be accounted for 
very satisfactorily, in my opinion, it is from the causes producing 
it that we shall best learn what is most proper to counteract it. 

We have, then, but to direct our attention tothe state of things 
produced by the downfall of the Church at the period of our rev- 
olution, and to what has followed progressively since until within a 
few years, to find ample means of accounting for this state of the 
publick mind. The Episcopal Church, never very strong in this 
state, was reduced by that great event toa state of actual silence. 
Political feelings were associated w:th its very name, which ope- 
rated as a complete bar to any useful or comfortable exercise of 
duty by the very few clergymen, perhaps not more than three or 
four, which were left. 

The publick instruction of the people in religion, therefcre, fell 
exclusively into other hands, and into hands disposed, both by 
principle and interest, to complete the ruin of the Church ; and, 
by their particular systems of doctrine, precluded from treating, 
with any precision, that branch of Christian edification which re- 
fers to the unity of the Church of Christ, its distinctive character, 
and religious purpose, and to the authority of the Christian min- 
istry, as an integral part of that system of faith and order revealed 
in the Gospel. On such points of doctrine, those who have sepa- 
rated from the Church are necessarily silent, or, if they are oc- 
casionally hinted at, it is in such vague and indefinite terms as 
tend rather to obscure than to elucidate the subject. It is not to 
be wondered at, then, my brethren that these doctrines, as held 
by the Episcopal Church, should gradually lose their impression 
on those who entertained them, be lost sight of by the people at 
large, and at length be forgotten ; and that a prescription of forty 
years should possess an influence difficult to dislodge from the 
minds of those who have been taught to view every thing relating 
to the external order of the Church as unimportant and non-es- 
sential. That this is the more general state of the publick mind, 
I have all the certainty which observation and declared opinion 
can give ; and the very painful knowledge that many who call 
themselves Episcopalians cherish such every way inconsistent no- 
tions, and are farther led into this error by the modern but erro- 
neous views of charity and liberal opinions. While this state of 
things continues, we shall deccive ourselves egregiously if we ex- 
pect any real or extensive increase of the Church; our numbers 
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may indeed be added to, but the numerical is not always the re- 
al strength, either of the Church or of an army. 

On you, then, my brethren of the clergy, will devolve the im- 
perious duty of so framing and directing your publick ministrations, 
as well as your private instructions among your respective charg- 
es, as to embrace these long neglected but vital doctrines, and to 
explain and enforce them, from the word of God, and the reason 
of the thing, as parts of that system of revealed truth, which 
forms but one whole, and cannot be broken up to suit the partic- 
ular notions of any man or body of men. In coming to this duty, 
however, my reverend brethren, it is my part to warn you to set 
your faces, like a flint, against the misrepresentations and re- 
proaches of pretended friends, and real enemies, who will be sure 
to combine against you, and to throw every obstacle in the war 
But for your encouragement, let me remind you, that it is a work 
of necessity, mercy, and charity. Of necessity, as to the editica- 
tion of your own flock ; of mercy, as to those multitudes who 
are perishing for lack of knowledge ; of charity, as to those who 
have embraced the error, in presenting them the means of de- 
tecting and escaping from it. But, further, as you are to declare 
the whole counsel of God, and to keep back nothing that is prof- 
itable to your hearers, so are you bound by your ordination vow, 
‘* to be ready with all faithful diligence, to banish and drive away 
from the Church, all erroneous and strange doctrines, contrary 
to God’s word.” 

Against this my admonition to you, and against your attention to it, 
you must be prepared to meet and to disregard the odium attach- 
ed to a controversial spirit ; because it can in no sense be made 
to apply to the duty every pastor owes to his flock, in warning 
them against error, however that error may be sanctioned by 
others ; and it is high time that this cunning method, of giving 

religious error time to establish itself, and eventually interdicting 
the only possible method of refuting and overturning it, be resist- 
ed. Those and those only, who have a miserable interest in the 

revalence of error, will resort to such an untenable argument 
’ against the discussion of those points on which the professing 

world is so divided; and when it is evident that the operation 
of this and similar deceptive principles is gradually produ¢ing an 
indifference, coldness, and deadness, to revealed religion, which 
indicate the temper predicted of the latter day, it surely becomes 
the duty of the ministers of Christ to contend earnestly for 
the faith, to remember that they are watchmen in Zion, and 
that, if they give no warning, the price of blood will be requir- 
ed at their hands. But it does not follow, my reverend brothers, 
that in exposing error, an angry and acrimonious temper or style 
is necessary. No; on the contrary, it ig to be avoided, both for 
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our own sakes and the sake of others ; and the only just objection 
to religious controversy is the intemperance into which it is too 
apt to degenerate. This, then, is to be guarded against, while 
we equally bear in mind, that the time is come when great 
plainness of speech is required, if we hope to rouse men to the 
serious consideration of those things which make for their peace ; 
if we would indeed, draw that line between divine truth and hu- 
man error, whereby all may profit who are disposed to come to 
the light. 

A second point, on which a cloud has been thrown over the 
publick mind, injurious to, and, in the end, destructive of, revealed 
religion, is the lowering of the Scripiures of our faith in general 
estimation, by holding them out as equally conclusive in favour 
of opposite systems of doctrines. 

This, to men of any reflection, especially to men desirous 
of some escape from the obligation all feel they are under to hear 
the word of God, and to keep it, is seized upon as an argument 
against the Scriptures themselves, as the only rule of faith and 
duty, and not, as in justice it ought, as an argument of the strong- 
est kind against all such perversion of their use and neglect of 
their warning. Hence the deplorable ignorance of the Bible it- 
self, which is so visible among the better informed and more ac- 
tive part of society, and the consequent indifference to the claims 
of revealed religion. Hence the approximations to infidelity, in 
the various shades of unbelief which the different systems of mo- 
rality, as a substitute for revealed religion, exhibit. And hence 
the prevalence of that liberality of opinion in which they toler- 
ate every thing as true, but the truth as itis in Jesus. 

Upon men of less information of mind, and of little leisure for 
reading and reflection, from the pressure of laborious occupation, 
the injury is doubled ; they not only become remiss in procuring 
and acquainting themselves with the Bible, but, from the exam- 
ple of those above them, to whom they more or less look up, are 
encouraged in that neglect of religion, that surrender of them- 
selves to the world and its pursuits, and to the indulgence of the 
flesh, which like the worm at the root of Jonah’s gourd, sepa- 
rates the hope of man from its foundation, cuts asunder the liga- 
ments of society, and blasts and withers the overshadowing love 
of God revealed in the Gospel of his Son. 

Here again, my reverend brethren, you are called upon to in- 
terpose, and with all the earnestness and diligence which the love 
of souls and a deep sense of accountable duty can beget, to meet 
this wide spread delusion, with every argument which revelation 
and reason can supply ; to call back your flocks to the only foun- 
dation, in the word of God; to exhort them to the diligent perus- 
al and study of its inspired wisdom ; and with the Bible in youy 
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hand, and the love of God in your heart, explain and point out 
to them the connexion and dependence of its parts, the harmony 
of its doctrines, the efficacy of its sacraments, the beauty and 
fitness of its order, and its sufficiency to answer the great pur- 
pose of its divine Author, in giving light, the light of life, to a be- 
nighted world, in order to make them wise unto salvation. In 
fulfilling this imperious duty, fear not to expose those fallacious 
inventions of men which have obscured the simplicity and effica- 
cy of the doctrine of Christ, which have led men’s minds into the 
devious mazes of error and unsettled opinion, and call loudly for 
the united efforts of all who value religious and civil liberty, to 
engage heartily in this work. ‘Take St. Paul’s rule, as expressed 
in the first Epistle to the Thessalonians, to govern and encour- 
age you in this part of your duty in particular: “But, as we 
were allowed of God to be put in trust with the Gospel, even so 
we speak ; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.” 
And thus shall you be fortified against that fear of man, which 
bringeth a snare. 

We are but a small body, my reverend brethen ; but, by the 
good blessing of our God upon us, we are increasing. Help hath 
come forth for us from his right hand, during the past Conven- 
tional year ; and if we continue faithful, we may confidently look 
for its continuance. Let this hope then animate us all, to renew- 
ed diligence in those duties, in the faithful discharge of which, 
only can we expect to save our own souls and the souls of those 
who hear us. 

To you, my brethren of the laity, it is also my duty to present 
such admonition on those interests of the Church which depend on 
your co-operation, and can be promoted by the countenance and 
support you give to her ministrations. 

Now this is confined chiefly to three things: First, your own 
deportment, whether as members and friends, or members and 
communicants of the Church. 

The most efficient support which the members of the Church 
can give to her advancement, is by their own personal religion. 
This is literally manifesting the tree by its fruit, and is an epis- 
tle of Christ, to be read of all men. If therefore you really 
and truly desire the prosperity of the Church, from whatever 
cause this desire may proceed, labour and strive, and pray that 
you may imbibe the spirit of her doctrines ; that you may mani- 
fest the purity of her discipline ; that you may experience the 
efficacy of her means of grace ; and, by thus promoting the cause 
of the Church, which is one and the same with the cause of true 
religion, promote and secure at the same time, the salvation of 
your own soul. 

Another very effectual means of promoting the interests and 
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advancement of the Church, is, exact conformity to the course 
and order she hath prescribed for her publick services. And in 
this there will be no difficulty, where her distinctive character is 
understood and felt ; because this gives a point and impression to 
her ministrations, which belongs not to those who have 
separated themselves from her communion. Occasional conform- 
ity, therefore, by which is meant, a mixed attendance upon 
the Church and upon those who dissent from her—sometimes with 
the one, sometimes with the other—is so far in opposition to her 
advancement, as it is sure to keep the person thus acting, unfix- 
ed and wavering. Where there is no settled principle there 
can be no consistent conduct ; and experience teaches us, that it 
is only what we love that we lay ourselves out for. 

The peculiar situation of the Church at present, and for many 
years back, whereby the congregations can only be occasionally 
supplied, has had a tendency to lessen the danger of this prac- 
tice, in the opinions of Christians, and to induce many who never- 
theless have a true regard for the Church, to attend the services 
of others, when they had none of their own. Now, while it may 
be said, that hereby a good example was given of reverence for 
the Sabbath, and good instruction was received from the sermon 
delivered, it is not considered, on the other hand, that counte- 
nance has also been given to ministrations which the Church 
considers irregular and invalid, not to say schismatical ; and that, 
by this kind of conduct, we actually encourage the dangerous de- 
lusion, that one system of doctrine is as true as another, and one 
Church just as safe as another ; and thus, without meaning it, 
perhaps, pull down with one hand the fabrick we are rearing 
with the other. For, according to St. Paul’s reasoning in a par- 
allel case, *‘ If any man see thee, which hast knowledge, sit at 
meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which 
is weak, be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to 
idols ?” “* and, through thy knowledge, shall the weak brother 
perish, for whom Christ died ?” But though it is to be lamented 
that the different congregations cannot be supplied with regular 
services on every Sunday, yet is every family provided with the 
means of spending the vacant day profitably and to edification at 
home, in the Liturgy, Scriptures, and standard writers of the 
Church ; so that every membervf the family may have this ad- 
vantage, which some must be deprived of if they have any dis- 
tance to travel to the place of meeting. 

As this want of conformity, therefore, to principle and order as 
Churchmen, is not defended by any necessity, is well provided 
against in the use of the Liturgy, Scriptures, and standard writers, 
and has an evident tendency to retard rather than to promote the 


advancement of the Church, I trust that you my lay brethren, will 
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tke in good part the admonition now given, and by future stead- 
fastness, shew that you are members of the Church rather from 
principle than from mere choice and convenience ; and that, as 
your affection, understanding and interests, are all on the side 
of the Church, so will your conduct declare it, by continuing stead- 
fast in the Apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread and of prayers. 

A third and most important means for the advancement of the 
Church exclusively in the power of the laity, is found in the 
education of the rising generation. 

But a little while, my clerical and lay brethren, and the place 
that now knows us will know us no more. Who, then, is to suc- 
ceed to that blessed hope, through the power of which we con- 
template this awful change without dismay, if not with desire ? 
Surely it is bound upon every father, upon every mother, upon 
every Christian who himself rejoices in the hope of the glory of 
God, to du what in him lies, to perpetuate that foundation on 
which this hope is built. 

To education, then we must look, not only for the future ad- 
vancement, butfor the very being of the Church. If religion is 
not instilled in early life, if it begin not in our families, and con- 
tinue not to be carefully cultivated throughout the whole period 
of juvenile instruction, we shall in vain look for its prevalence in 
the world. Not to detain you on what is so evident, what you 
are so solemnly pledged to in the baptismal covenant, I will men- 
tion what I consider as injurious and inconsistent, in the perform- 
ance of this duty. 

First—The neglect of early catechetical instruction; that fs, 
preparing your children for publick examination on the Catechism, 
in the Church, by the clergyman. This, my own experience 
tells me, is sadly neglected in many places; and thus is lost the 
most favourable time to lay a good foundation, and to implant 
those sound and saving principles, which grow with their growth, 
and strengthen with their strength. 

Secondly—An alarming carelessness as to the religious tenets of 
those to whom that part of the education of our children is com- 
mitted, which has to be completed at a distance from the parents 
and guardians of youth. That this also is a negligence which 
calls loudly for a remedy, must be most evident. Thatit betrays 
an indifference, a deadness to religion, a want of serious heartfelt 
impression of its awful realities, is to me the most distressing 
symptom. And it is my duty, my brethren, to direct my atten- 
tion rather to those things which mark the general than the par- 
ticular indications of religious impression among the members of 
the Church. 

When, therefore, we see Christians, so called, sending their 
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children to Jews, to educate ; when we see Protestants trusting 
their offspring to Roman Catholicks to train up ; when we see 
believers in the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ surrendering 
their sons and their daughters to professed Unitarian teachers ; and 
Episcopalians committing the hope of the Church to dissenters, 
what can be the conclusion, but that such an indifference on the 
subject of religion generally, and such carelessness on its partic- 
ular distinctions, prevails, as is sufficient to alarm every serious 
mind ? And, as no necessity, nor yet commanding convenience, 
can be pleaded for this inconsistency, (for it is the wealthy who 
thus risk their children, and by a little concert with each other 
might remove the reproach,) it calls the more loudly for this no- 
tice from me to the lay members of the Church. 1 pretend not 
to insinuate that the general advantages of education may not 
thus be obtained; nor yet do | say that any system of proselyting 
is in these schools carried on. But this I say, witout the slight- 
est fear of contradiction. that either there is no attention paid to 
religious instruction at all, or it partakes of the character of that 
which is professed by the teachers. To you in particular, my 
Episcopal brethren, | am bound to press this subject, as of the 
last importance to the well-being of the Church; and to warn 
you, that, however careful you may be in laying the foundation, 
in infancy, if you afterwards commit them to those who are the 
enemies of your faith, the most you can hope for is, that it will 
not be pulled down. You cannot reasonably expect that it will 
be bui!t up, as you would have it to be,if sincere in your own 
profession. 

To your serious consideration, then, my brethren of the clergy 
and laity, 1 commit these remarks, trusting that their deep impor- 
tance ‘o our general and particular well-being, as a religious body, 
will gain them that attention which they deserve. And wishing you 
a safe return to your respective places of abode, I beg you to 
take with you the assurance of the deep interest | feel in your 
prosperity and happiness individually, and of the prosperity and 
increase of the Church over which I am called to watch. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


A CONSIDERATION OF SOME POPULAR OBJECTIONS TO THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
No. V. 


A sixta objection which is often brought against the Church, is, 
that there are dangerous errors in some of its offices, particularly, in 
the administration of baptism. This refers particularly, to the sub- 
ject of sponsors and the use of the word regeneration. In regard to 
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the former, it was originally, a wise provision of the Church, and 
the institution has been retained by most Christians to the present 
time, that whenever infants were baptized, there should be some 
surety for the faithful performance of duty on the part of 
the parents. They were, indeed considered responsible, from na- 
ture as well as religion, for the virtuous education of their chil- 
dren ; but it might, nevertheless, oftea happen, that through neg- 
ligence, incapacity or death, their obligations would fail of being 
discharged. And in the anticipation of such circumstances, it was 
required that some persons of undoubted piety and worth should 
be selected, in addition to the parents, to advise and admonish 
them, while living, and to stand in their place, as spiritual guar- 
dians and instructors of the orphan, after their decease. All who 
were baptized became in consequence of the ordinance, mem- 
bers of Christ’s. visible kingdom on earth, and were, therefore, 
subjected to the special care and watchfulness of the Church. But 
the power of directing the education and forming the character 
was delegated to particular individuals, who as the authorized 
agents and representatives of the Church, were to assist, and, it 
necessary, succeed the natural parents in whatever related to 
the religious welfare of their children. Viewing the custom in 
this licht, there can be no reasonable objection offered against 
it. It is an important and useful, though not an essential regula- 
tion. It does not constitute any part of the baptismal sacrament, 
but is merely an adjunct, calculated to insure its greater effica- 
cy. And it is worthy of remark, that the principle is fully adopt- 
ed by other denominations, who consider each independent 
Church, as the sponsor of all its members, while, at the same time, 
from the very circumstance that a great number of persons are 
united in the office, its duties cannot be performed. It is said 
that sponsors violate their obligations. Upon the grounds last 
stated, this will apply elsewhere as well as to the Church. But 
it is admitted by all, that we cannot argue against an institution 
from its abuse ; for in so doing we should be led to condeinn the 
Sabbath and every other thing connected with our holy religion. 
Still it becomes those who have taken upon themselves the duty 
of sponsors to beware how they give occasion for the reproaches 
of the adversary, and to remember that they must answer to God 
for their fidelity. 

In regard to the term regeneration, it is only necessary to ob- 
serve that there is no essential difference between the Episcopal 
Church and the reformers of other denominations. The Presby- 
terian, Lutheran, and Congregational platforms and confessions ap- 
ply the word to baptism in the same sense in which it is used in 
our service, as signifying an actual change of state, and an im- 

lied renewal of heart ; and those who continue their censures 
with the knowledge of this fact are guilty of gross inconsistency 
and most unchristian illiberality. 
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In connexion with this subject, we may notice an objection 
which is sometimes made to ihe burial service of the Church, and 
in which it is stated that there is a very great impropriety in 
pronouncing the same formof words over the bodies oi those 
who have departed hence in the Lord, and those who have 
given no evidence of their title to the hopes and promises of the 
gospel. In reply, it may be said, that the burial service has no 
reference to the character of the deceased, but is adopted to the 
general consideration of death and the resurrection. And if it 
should be thought absurd to declare at the interment of a vicious 
sgh ‘** Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,” &c. it must 

e equally so to offer a prayer at the funeral of a good man, that 
we may not be delivered * into the bitter pains of eternal death,” 
or ** suffered at our last hour to fall from God ;” for if there be 
any application in the one case, it is as strongly implied in the 
other also. 

Again, it is objected to the Church, that it abounds in idle and 
unmeaning forms and ceremonies. By the latter is usually meant 
our different postures in time of publick worship, which are three 
only, kneeling in prayer, standing in praise, and sitting durjng the 
reading of the Scriptures. It is not necessary to shew to Episco- 
palians the propriety and reasonableness of these, for it would on- 
ly be questioning that judgment which their experience has en- 
abled them to form. Let it merely be observed, that the cere- 
monies of the Church will always be tedious and uninteresting to 
those who have not the spirit of devotion, but where this is cultivat- 
ed, with a candid mind anda due degree of understanding, they 
will appear most beautiful, appropriate, and impressive. 

As it respects forms of prayer and praise, the utility and neces- 
sity of such as are precomposed and established, are becoming 
pretty generally acknowledged. And when it is considered that 
all publick devotions are forms to the people who unite in them, 
and that in extemporaneous effusions there are continually such 
improprieties, absurdities, and embarassments as divert the atten- 
tion of the congregation trom the subject of their petitions, we 
shall be ied to thank God for the excellent Liturgy which enables 
us to worship in the beauty of holiness with the spirit and the 
understanding. 

A further objection which Episcopalians are compelled to en- 
counter, arises from the supposed resemblance of their Church to 
the Romish superstitions. It is often said, that there is no essen- 
tial difference, and there are many who, without scruple, stigmatize 
Episcopacy with all the epithets which have heretofore been ap- 
plied to the corruptions of Popery. But such persons are either 
extremely ignorant or wicked, and in either case, seem not to 
*‘ know what manner of spirit they are of.” The Church does not 
retain a single article which was opposed as an error by the ear- 
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liest reformers. The infallibiiity of the Pope, or of general coun- 
cils, forms no part of our creed, nor do we own the supremacy of 
any individual Bishop. We reject, in amass, the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation, indulgences, and human merit. We offer no adora- 
tion to angels ; we make no prayers for the dead; we ascribe 
no virtue to images and relicks, and we withhold not the holy 
Scriptures from the people. And these were the principal 
causes of the original separation from the Church of Rome. 
Where then, is the justice of censuring us as a partaker of those 
corruptions which we have altogether rejected. It is well known 
that the Church of England, from which we derive our succes- 
sion was one of the most vigorous opposers of Papal jurisdiction 
and Papal doctrines, and the blood of Cranmer, of Latimer, of 
Hooper, and of Ridley, will defend us from the unjust and malig- 
nant imputation. 

Finally, itis objected that persons are admitted to our commun- 
ion without a sufficient examination of their characters and con- 
duct. Itis true that a relation of particular experiences is not 
generally demanded by our Clergy ; but as far as solemn warn- 
ing and exhortation may have a tendency to repress the boldness 
of the unworthy, there is every security against a profanation of 
the sacrament that the subject will admit. And as to examination, 
this is most full and explicit in every use of the communion ser- 
vice ; and if there be imposition practised upon those who minis- 
ter at the altar by hypocrites, they come under the most solemn 
and impressive circumstances, with a lie unto God in their right 
hand, and must be responsible to him for their iniquity. 

Such then are the objections to which the ministers and mem- 
bers of our Church are exposed, and from what has been observ- 
ed upon each particular, it is not difficult to determine the wick- 
edness of some and the weakness of all. Let those, therefore, 
who have manifested a better disposition and a more enlightened 
mind, by establishing the proof of what has been offered to their 
acceptance, take heed that they hold fast the good that they 
have chosen. Let them not be driven about by every varying 
wind of heresy and schism, but having made choice of their re- 
ligious system, adhere with firmness and consistency, to its princi- 
ples. And in contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints, although in the cause of truth, they may be led to 
make some sacrifice of popularity and of interest, they wiil have, 
for their present consolation and support, the approbation of a 
good conscience, and, in the end, a crown of glory which will 
never fade away. 





Obscurity of Scripture.—“ The obscurity of the Scriptures serves to sub- 
due the pride of man; to convince us, that to understand them, we have need 
of a light superiour to reason, and that we must apply to God for it.” 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL, 
A COMMENTARY ON THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 


Tue burial of the dead is unquestionably an admirable service : 
and were its meaning fully understood, and its application careful- 
ly made, it would not fail to produce great effect. 

A feeling of veneration for the dead, and a decent disposal of 
the body when the soul has left it, correspond with our best sen- 
timents and most tender affections. But as we believe that the 
conition of the soul is then fixed, our funeral service has no other 
object, but the manifestation of our respect for the deceased, and 
the benefit of the living. And surely no occasion can be more 
suitable for cherishing devotional feelings, and fixing good princi- 
ples, than when we commit our friends or acquaintances to the 
grave. | 

Panegyrick upon the departed, so often injudiciously used, is 
excluded from our office. Itis to be viewed and performed as a 
most solemn religious service ; and the different parts of it are 
exceedingiy well suited to the arrangements of the occasion. 

[t is not easy to divest a funeral of the character of a specta- 
cle, solemn and interesting indeed. but barely intended to excite 
awful feelings. Our Church considers it as an act of religious 
worship, in which all present are expected to engage. And it is 
justly supposed, that the minds of all who attend are feelingly 
impressed ; some, on account of the loss of kind and affectionate 
relations ; some, for the privation of valuable friends and munifi- 
cent benefactors ; some by seeing their fellow creatures com- 
mitted to the dust. The procession, in this state of mind, advanc- 
es into the habitation of the dead, crowded with monuments of de- 
parted friends. While it moves slowly on, surrounded by these, 
either towards the church or the grave, the minister of the Sav- 
iour of mankind proclaims in his own words—* J am the resur- 
rection and the life ; he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shail never die.” 

Such is the relief produced by this declaration, that the whole 
scene seems to be changed, and the mind seizes the delightful 
theught, that all this is but a temporary mortality ; that Jesus 
Christ procured the resurrection of the dead, and that, “ as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

The holy but afflicted Job, seems to have uttered in the spirit 
of prophecy, very much the same sentiment. Having endured 
privations and losses of the most afflicting kind, pining under suf- 
terings of the most severe nature, his thoughts extended beyond 
the limits of this life, and in the glimmering light of that time, he 
derived consolations from the prospect of a future state, such as 
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nothing else could yield. “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 
I am satisfied that God, of his infinite goodness and mercy, has 
provided a Redeemer for the race of men, and that this Redeem- 
er is a heavenly being, who liveth for ever—that he wil! finally 
judge those whom he has redeemed, and that 1, whose body is 
now wasting away with disease, and will soon be exposed to the 
depredations of the worms, will finally receive a more glorious 
body, and in that condition stand before my Redeemer. 

From these awful, but elevating thoughts, with the monuments 
of mortality still around, the mind is directed to the poor amount 
of all earthly things. ‘* We brought nothing into.this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out.” All our acquisitions—all 
our possessions remain behind. The gifts of God, which were 
intended for our use and comfort in this life, we now resign.— 
‘The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away.” To his will 
it is always our duty to be resigned. ‘ Blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” 

In this state of feeling, and with these reflections, the company 
enters the church. Our service is calculated to be performed 
when the church stands in the grave-yard, as was formerly the 
case. And as the foregoing reflections were to occupy the 
minds of the company while they passed through the graves, an- 
other part of the service was provided for the Church. This 
consists of a most beautiful and impressive anthem, taken from 
the Psalms of David. The whole train of sentiment in this piece 
respects the uncertainty of all earthly things, the precariousness 
of life, and the wisdom of preparing for a better state in another 
world. Then follows a lesson from St. Paul’s first Epistle to the 
Corinthians. This contains that elegant and conclusive argument 
from analogy, in proof of the resurrection of the dead, concluding 
with some practical reflections naturally growing out of the sub- 
ject. 
This part of the service being ended, the corpse is then taken 
to the grave, and while hanging over it, for the last time, the 
clergyman pronounces in sad and solemn accents—* Man that is 
born of a woman hath but a short time to live, and is full of mis- 
ery. He cometh up and is cut down like a flower; he fleeth as 
it were a shadow, and never continueth in one stay.” It would 
seem impossible to mark the condition of man by more beautiful 
and appropriate figures. The short life of a flower—its gradual 
advancement to maturity—the short continuance of its bloom— 
the withered appearance of its decay—such are the youth, man- 
hood, and old age of human beings. And a shadow, the moment 
a cloud obscures the sun, disappears. 

Besides, who can look into a grave without feeling the force 
of the declaration—“ In the midst of life we are in death.” Youth, 
amidst all its prospects and hopes, its schemes and fancies, is cut 
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down. Mature age, in the full exercise of all its powers, and in 
the vigorous pursuit of its manly employments, is arrested by 
death. And often, from a state of health, is man brought sudden- 
ly to the grave. Still, were it not for one thing, these reflections 
would, in a great measure, lose their effect, and that is sin. Our 
service, therefore, on that account, immediately directs us to our 
most merciful Saviour, to deliver us from the bitter pains of eter- 
nal death, the consequence of sin, and to support us in the most 
trying conflicts, particularly at our last hour. 

An act truly awful, is now performed. Earth is committed to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust ; not indeed without hope, but 
looking for the resurrection in the last day, and the life of the 
world to come, through our Lord Jesus Christ. The resurrec- 
tion of the dead is one of the great trophies of his victory; and, 
at his “‘second coming in glorious majesty to judge the world, the 
earth and the sea shall give up their dead, and the corruptible 
bodies of those who sleep in him shall be changed, and made like 
unto his own glorious body.” An event is here presented to the 
imagination, grand and interesting. We seem to see every grave 
opening, and the inhabitants of the tombs rising from their lowly 
beds; nay, even from the caverns of the deep, the dead appear 
to spring up, clothed with celestial bodies. 

Before we part with our friends, we are still assured, by that 
voice from heaven, which sounded in the ears of St. John, that 
‘blessed are the dead that die in the Lord’’—to this is added, by 
the spirit—* they rest from their labours.” 

Thus, when we minutely consider, and carefully connect this 
noble service, we find it most admirably suited to the occasion in 
all its parts. While it fixes in the mind the most interesting 


points with regard to the condition of man—the uncertainty of 


life, and the instability of all earthly possessions ; while it recog- 
nizes the most important revelations of the Gospel, respecting the 
state of the dead, the resurrection, and the awful judgment of the 
last day, it closes the whole with prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer is so general, and yet so comprehensive, 
that it is used by our Church on all occasions, because it embra- 
ces every thing that Christians are permitted to pray for. 

Then follow two prayers, one or both of which are to be used, 
although the latter is most commonly preferred, because it is 
more emphatically appropriated to the occasion. For after re- 
cognizing some of the most prominent doctrines of revelation, it 
concludes with this humble petition to our heavenly Father—* To 
raise us from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness, that 
when we shall depart this life, we may rest in him; and that at 
the general resurrection in the last day, we may be found accep- 
table in his sight, and receive that blessing, which his well belov- 
ed Son shall then pronounce to all who love and fear him, saying. 
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Come, ye blessed children of my Father, receive the kingdom 
prepared for you from the beginning of the world. Grant this, 
we beseech thee, O merciful Father, through Jesus Christ our 
Mediator and Redeemer.” 

This, then, is to be viewed as a most interesting religious ser- 
vice. The attendants are expected to enter into all its senti- 
ments, and to perform all its devotions with feeling hearts. 

Indeed, every time we attend a funeral, we ought to realize 
the matter as our own. When we enter into the habitation of 
the dead, we ought to remember, that in a little time, we shall 
occupy a place in that dominion. When we see a corpse depos- 
ited in a grave, we ought to reflect that our bodies wil! soon be 
placed in a similar situation. When our minds are directed to the 
resurrection of the dead, we may imagine ourselves bursting from 
the earth. When we are told that, at the second coming of our 
Saviour, he will judge the world in righteousness, we ought seri- 
ously to weigh our fitness for such a trial. For he that is liable 
to be cut down like a flower, ought to be always ready. 

To the poor unenlightened heathens, these events were dis- 
tressingly gloomy—to the sinner, they are full of horror—but the 
countenance of God can brighten them all. ‘ The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.” Amen. 





THE INFIDEL DIDEROT. 


In the account which the Abbe Barruel gives of the clos- 
ing scene of Diderot’s life, is the following interesting anec- 
dote. This infidel philosopher had a Christian servant, to whom 
he had been kind, and who waited on him in his last illness. The 
servant took a tender interest in the melancholy situation of his 
master, who was just about to leave this world, without any pre- 
paration for another. Though a young man, he ventured one day 
when he was engaged about his master’s person, to remind him 
that he hada soul, and to admonish him in a respectful way, not 
to lose the last opportunity of attending to its welfare. Diderot 
heard him with attention, melted into tears and thanked him. He 
even consented to let the young man introduce a clergyman, 
whom he would probably have continned to admit to his chamber, 
if his infidel friends would have suffered the clergyman to repeat 
his visits. 

This story may furnish us with a useful lesson. We are often 
deterred from an endeavour to do goed, by conceiving that the 
attempt will be vain. Yet surely it becomes us to beware, that 
we lose no opportunity of being serviceable to another, especial- 
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ly in his highest concerns, by an idea of the improbability of suc- 
cess. We may be mistaken in that respect. Christian charity, 
let it also be remembered, is not that cold calculating spirit 
which weighs exertion before it makes it, and which fears to ven- 
ture upon an act of benevolence, lest it should be thrown away. 
True charity has its eye more on what its object may lose for 
want of assistance, than on what itself may expend in vain. 

The anecdote above related, furnishes a reproof to those over- 
prudent persons who are afraid of saying a word in season. Such 
a word, uttered in a becoming spirit, may have more effect thun we 
may think we have reason to expect. The words of truth spoken 
in simplicity and love, have power even in cases which appear to 
be desperate. The hardest heart may be softened by them; the 
most ‘earned and philosophick man, the man whose mind is forti- 
fied by a whole life of prejudice, may not be able to resist their 
force. Let the Christian remember this, and however low his 
situation in life, let him be desirous freely to impart what he has 
freely received. But especially when he sees a fellow creature in 
the last extremity, then let him recollect, that as the dying man’s 
opportunity of receiving is near its close, so is the living man’s 
opportunity of communicating. Let him call to mind the faith- 
ful servant of Diderot; and amidst his other kind offices to the 
sick and dying, let him endeavour to do something for the bene- 
fit of the departing soul. 





APOCALYPTICAL KEY. 


We abstract the following from the Review, of a work entitled—An extra- 
ordinary Discourse on the Rise and Fall of Papacy, or the pouring out of the 
Vials, in the Revelation of St. John, ch.16. By Robert Fleming, V. D.M., 
1701—from the first number of the London Quarterly Theological Review 
and Ecclesiastical Record. 


Tuts very rare and curious old book is admitted to a share of 
our notice, because it really is, what it professes to be, an extra- 
ordinary discourse ; and excites interest by the manner in which 
its author hazarded conjectures respecting the revolution of 
France, the fate of its monarch, and the depression and elevation 
of the Papal power, nearly a hundred years before the accom- 
plishment of these events. 

Generally speaking, we are inclined to follow the opinion of 
Sir Isaac Newton, and to censure the presumption of those inter- 
preters, who affect to be able to foretell times and things by the 
prophecies of the Apocalypse, as if God designed to make them 
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prophets. The design of God, says he, when he gave them this 
and the prophecies of the Old Testament, was not to gratify 
men’s curiosity by enabling them to foreknow things, but to the 
end that, after they were fulfilled, they might be interpreted by 
the event, and his own Providence be manifested to the world. 

Mr. Fleming, who was a very modest and learned dissenting 
divine, deprecated, as sincerely as Sir Isaac Newton did, the 
practice, so prevalent in those times, of building wild theories 
upon the predictions of the book of Revelations; but having 
studied history attentively, and made his observatens upon what 
he read, he was struck with the frequent coincidence of similar 
events taking place at nearly equal distances of time. This 
observation he applied more particularly to such events predic- 
ted in the Apocalypse, as had already occurred, or were likely 
to happen at.no very remote period, and comparing the future 
with the past, he suggested the probability of homogeneous revo- 
lutions taking place at the end of corresponding intervals. 

The reason why Mr. Fleming conjectured that the prophecy 
of the 8th verse of the 16th chapter, “And the fourth Angel 
poured out his vial upon the sun,” would appiy to the kingdom 
of France, and that the prediction would be fully accomplished 
about the year 1794 is thus ingeniously, and, some will think, 
satisfactorily explained. 

‘The sun and other luminaries are the emblems of princes 
and kingdoms. As to the remaining part of the vial I do bum- 
bly suppose that it will come to its bighest pitch, about the year 
1717, and that it will run out about 1794. The reasons for this 
conjecture are two. The first is, because I find that the Papal 
kingdom got a considerable accession to its power, upon the Ro- 
man western empires being destroyed A. D. 475. Now if from 
this remarkable year we begin the calculation of 1260 years, 
they lead us down to 1735, which in prophetical* account is this 
very year 1717. The second is, because this year leads us down 
to a new centenary revolution, for is it not observable that John 
Huss, and Jerome of Prague, (to run this up no further,) were 
burnt A. D. 1417. After which the true religion in Bohemia, 
and in other places, was more and more obscured and suppressed 
until that famous year 1517, when Luther arose and gave the 
reformation a new resurrection, according to that remarkable pre- 
diction of Jerome of Prague, Centum annis revolutis, Deo respon- 
debitis et mihi, which the Bohemians afterwards stamped upon 
their coin as their motto. From which year the reformed inter- 
est did still increase till the year 1617, about which time the Ger- 
man and Bohemian wars began to break out. And it is but too 


* In the prophetical year, thirty days make a month, and twelve months 
make a year. Thus the 1260 days mentioned in the Revelation, being redu- 
ced to years, are eighteen years short of Julian years. 
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obvious what an ebb hath followed since that time to this, so that 
there is ground to hope that about the beginning of another such 
century, things may alter again for the better, for 1 cannot but 
hope, that some new mortidcation of the chief supporters of Anti- 
christ will then happen ; and perhaps the French monarchy may 
begin to be considerably humbled about that time; that whereas 
the present French King (Louis XIV. in 1701) takes for his em- 
blem the sun, and this for his motto, “‘nec pluribus impar,” he may 
at length, or rather his successors, and the monarchy itself, at 
least before the year 1795, be found to acknowledge in respect 
to neighbouring potentates, he is even, ‘‘singulis wmpar.” But 
as to the expiration of this vial, I do fear that it will not be until 
the year 1794. ‘The reason of which conjecture is this, that I 
find the Pope got a new foundation of exaltation, when Justinian, 
vpon his conquest of Italy, left it in a great measure to the Pope’s 
management, being willing to eclipse his own authority, to ad- 
vance that of this haughty prelate. Now this being in the year 
552, by the addition of 1260 years, reaches down to the year 
1811, which according to the prophetical account in the year 
1794, and then I do suppose that the fourth vial will end, and the 
fifth commence by a new mortification of the Papacy.” p. 52. 

The decapitation of Leuis XVI. the temporary overthrow of 
the throne of the Bourbons, the suppression for a time of the 
Roman Catholick, or established religion in France, the invasion 
of the states of the Church by the French armies, and the suspen- 
sion of the Pope’s temporal authority, are singular accomplish- 
ments of the two predictions, agreeing both in time and fact with 
Mr. Fleming’s conjecture. 

In another passage the author excites our surprize, by the ex- 
traordinary felicity with which he has thrown out surmises, that 
relate to the restoration of the throne of the Bourbons, and to 
that of the triple crown, after their humiliation at the end of the 
last century. ‘* Be pleased to call to mind what I premised to 
the consideration of the seven vials, viz. that seeing the vials do 
all of them suppose a struggle, or war between the popish, and 
reformed parties, every vial is to be looked upon as the event 
and conclusion of some new periodicai attack of that first party 
upon this other, the issue of which proves favourable at length to 
the latter against the former. For if this be duly considered it 
will let us see that great declining of the Protestant interest, for 
some time, and great and formidable advances, and new degrees 
of increase in the Romish party, are very consistent with the 
state of both these opposite interests under the vials.—And there- 
fore we are not to entertain such chimerical notiors of the fall of 
the Papacy, as if it were to be accomplished speedily and mirac- 
ulously.” p. 54. 

Again,** whatsoever is denoted by the sun here, and power 
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was given unto him to scorch men by fire, ch. 16, v. 8, as I sup- » 
pose the house of Bourbon principally is, is made use of both to 
torment others, and to be tormented himself in so doing. And it 
the King of France therefore be denoted by this principally, I 
fear he is yet (that is after his temporary downfall) to be made 
use of in the hand of God, as Nebuchadnezzar was of old, agaiust 
the Jews, as a further severe scourge to the Protestant Churches 
every where.” p. 56. 

The following application of the 9th verse is more remarkable 
still. 

“¢ And besides this characteristical mark, which seems to fore- 
bode his further exaltation, and our humiliation, there is yet a third 
thing, which | cannot but hint upon with dread and trembling of 
heart, viz. That it is further said, that while this sun of the 
Popish world is running his fatal and dreadful career, and scorch- 
ing men with fire, they are so far from being bettered by these 
judgments, that they go on more and more to blaspheme the name 
of God, who hath power over these plagues. And while this con- 
tinues to be the state of the Protestant world, while atheism, de- 
ism, Socinianism, profaneness, irreligion, scepticism, formality, 
hatred of godliness, and a bitter persecuting spirit, continue and 
increase among us, what can we expect but new and desolating 
judgments.” p. 56. 

It was in this manner, that our author, in his quaint style, not 
only applied the words of the prophet to a series of events, which 
have really taken place, and which he calculated would not hap- 
pen till about a hundred years after his own time, but also deciar- 
ed his anticipation of a counter-revolution, of a re-action both in 
the political and religious world, by a revival of the two powers 
which were to be shaken towards the year 1794. He moreover 
threw out a premonition both of the cause and effect “ Atheism, 
deism, Socinianism, profaneness, irreligion, scepticism, formality, 
hatred of Godliness, and a persecuting spirit,” he said should con- 
tribute towards a restoration of influence which should be fatal 
for awhile to the professors of the reformed faith. 

The house of Bourbon is reseated upon the throne from 
which they were hurled; it remains now to be seen, whether 
Popery will also resume any part of that fearful domination which 
it once held. The signs of the times are, it must be confessed, 
strongly in favour of Mr. Fleming’s conjecture, that it will: we 
heartily pray that his apprehensions may not be realized; as 
were those of Archbishop Usher, who, forty years before any of 
the things came to pass, announced the divisions in England, the 

confusions in Ireland, and the persecutions of the Protestant 
Churches which took place during the seventeenth century. 
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POETRY. 


i 


HYMN. 


How lovely on the hills appear 
Their feet who joyful tidings bear! 
Who preach salvation o’er the world, 
Who tell a Saviour’s dying pains, 
And how he triumphs, how he reigns, 
The banner of his cross unfurl’d! 
How sweet the sound 
That spreads around 
To earth’s remotest shore ! 
Oh, may we join 
The song divine 
In rapture evermore ! 


No longer to one chosen race 
Is giv’n the only means of grace, 

The sound o’er all earth’s empire spreads, 
And Gentiles love Immanuel’s name, 
And kindle with the holy flame 

That Jesus o’er their bosoms sheds ! 

In glowing lays 
His name they praise, 
His boundless love they sing ; 
And hail the light 
That bursts their night, 
From heaven’s triumphant king! 


Then let us praise him with ovr tongue, 
And lift to him the grateful song, 
And Jesus’ glorious name confess ; 
So shall our sins be cleans’d away, 
And in his everlasting day 
Our hearts the Comforter shall bless; 
When earth is o’er, 
To vex no more, 
With Jesus we shall reign ! 
He shall bestow 
Delight for woe, 
And pleasure for our pain ! 












Poetry. [1825. 
TO TINETMA. 


Tempests their furious course may sweep 
Swiftly o’er the troubled deep, 

Darkness may lend her gloomy aid, 

And wrap the groaning world in shade ; 
But man can show a darker hour, 

And bend beneath a stronger power,— 
There is a tempest of the sout, 

A gloom where wilder billows roll! 


The howling wilderness may spread 

Its pathless deserts parched and dread, 
Where not a blade of herbage blooms, 
Nor yields the breeze its soft perfumes ; 
Where silence, death, and horror reign, 
Unchecked, across the wide domain ;— 
There is a desert of the minp, 

More hopeless, dreary, undefined. 


There Sorrow, moody Discontent, 

And gnawing Care are wildly blent, 
There Horror hangs her darkest clouds, 
And the whole scene in gloom enshrouds ; 
A sickly ray is cast around, 

Where nought but dreariness is found; 

A feeling that may not be told, 

Dark, rending, lonely, drear, and cold. 


The wildest ills that darken life 
Are rapture to the bosom’s strife ; 5 
The tempest in its blackest form 
Is beauty to the bosom’s storm ; 
The ocean lashed to fury loud, 
Its high wave mingling with the cloud, } 
Is peaceful, sweet serenity 

To passion’s dark and boundless sea! 


There sleeps no calm,—theére smiles no rest, 

When storms are warring in the breast ; 

There is no moment of repose 

In bosoms lashed by hidden woes ; 

The scorpion sting the fury rears, 
And every trembling fibre tears ; | 
The vulture preys with bloody beak 

Upon the heart that can but break! 
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LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 
—— 
COLLEGIATE RECORD FOR 1825. 


Waterville College, Me.—Eleven graduates received the degree of A. B. ; 
three received that of A. M.; and the honorary degree of A. M. was confer- 
red on the Rey. Daniel Lovejoy and the Rev. M. Tripp. 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me.—The degree of Bachelor of Arts was 
conferred on thirty-seven graduates ; that of Master of Arts was conferred on 
ten; and the honorary degree of A. M. was conferred on the Rev. Samuel 
Green and the Rev. Asa Cummings. The degree of M. D. was given to 
twenty-one students of Medicine ; John 8S. Rogers, M. D. at the University, 
N. Y was admitted ad eundum; and the henorary degree of M. D. was given 
to Edward Reynolds and Luther Carey. The Rev. William Jenks received 
the degree of D. D. 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H.—Twenty-six graduates received the 
ares of A. B.; twenty-eight alumni of the College received that of A. M. ; 
and the honorary degree of A. M. was given to the Rev. Charles Walker, 
Samuel Sparhawk, Esq. and Josiah Tucker. The degree of LL. D. was con- 
ferred on the Hon. Cornelius P. Van Ness. 

University of Vermont, Burlington—The degree of A. B. was conferred 
on thirteen graduates ; and that of M. D. on fourteen students of Medicine.— 
The honorary degree of A. M. was conferred on the Rev. Micajah Town- 
send, the Hon. George E. Wales, and the Hon. Isaac Fletcher ; and the hon- 
orary degree of M. D. was given to William Atchison. The Hon. David L. 
Morrill and the Hon. Elijah Paine received the degree of LL. D 

Middlebury Coliege, Vt.—Sixteen alumni of the College received the de- 
gree of A. B.; fifteen that of A. M.; the Rev. Benjamin B. Smith, Edward 
‘Turner, and Richard C. Morse were admitted, ad eundem, to that of A. M. ; 
and the honorary degree of A. M. was conferred on John Kellogg, Esc. the 
Rev. Charles Walker, and the Rev. Thomas Fletcher. The honorary degree 
of M.D. was given to Adin Kendrick, Paul Wheeler, William Bass, and Da- 
vid Palmer. 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Ms.—Sixty-one alumni of ihe College re- 
ceived the degree of A. B.; and thirty were admitted to that of A. M. ; Eliphalet 
P. Crafts and Chas. Crafts were admitted A. M. ad eundem; and the honorary 
degree of A. M was conferred on Henry Wheaton, and Sylvanus Thayer.— 
The degree of M. D. was given to nineteen medical gentlemen; and that of 
LL. B. was given to eleven law students. The Rey. James Kendall and the 
Rev. James Flint received the degree of D. D. and the Hon. William Wick- 
man, the Hon. Samuel Putnam, the Hon. Henry Clay, and the Hon. Asahel 
Stearns received that of LL. D. 

Amherst College, Ms —The degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred on 
twenty-three graduates ; and that of Master of Arts, on three. 

Williams College Ms—Nineteen gradnates received the degree of A. B.; 
ten received the degree of A. M.; and six medical students received the degree 
of M.D.; and the houorary degree of D. D. was conferred upon the Rev. John 
Woodbridge and the Rev. Samuel H. Cox. 

Brown University, Providence, R. I.—Forty-eight alumni of the College 
received the degree of A. B.; and sixteen that of A. M. The honorary 
degree of A. M. was conferred on the Rev. Levi French, the Rev. Peter 
Chase, the Rev. Charles Henry Alden and William Stone, Esq. The degree 
of M. D. was given to fourteen medical gentlemen in course ; the honorary 
degree of M. D. was given to Daniel Thurber ; and John Jeffries and Profes- 
sor Parsons were admitted ad eundem, M.D. The honorary degree of LL. 
D. was given to the Hon. James Fenner. 
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Yale College, New-Haven, Ct. The degree of A. B. was conferred upon 
sixty-six graduates of the College, and George W. Burnett was admitted ad 
eundem to the same. The degree of A. M. was conferred upon thirty-eight 
alumni of the College, and John M. Glover and Robert Gracie were admitted 
ad eundem to the same degree. Twenty-five gentlemen of the Medical Institu- 
tion received the degree of M. D., and the honorary degree of M. D. was con- 
ferred upon seven other medical gentlemen. The degree of D. D. was given 
to the Rev. John Bennet and the Rev. Samuel Nott; and that of LL. D. was 
given to Jared Mansfield and James C. Ester. 

Columbia College, N. Y—Twenty-one graduates received the degree of 
A. B.; four received that of A. M.; and the honorary degree of A. M. was 
conferred on the Rev. William Shelton. The degree of D. D. was given to 
the Rev. Henry Penevyre and the Rev. John McVicker; and the degree of 
LL. D. to John C. Calhoun, Joel R. Poinsett, Stephen Elliot, and Nathaniel 
T. Moore. 

Union College, N. Y. The degree of A. B. was conferred upon twenty- 
two alumni of the College ; that of A. M. upon thirty-one ; and the honorary 
degree of A. M. upon the Rey. Francis Cumming; the Rev. Chas. G. Somers, 
the Rev. Paul Weidman, the Hon. J V.N. Yates, James R. Lawrence,Esq. and 
John L. Viele, Esq. The degree of LL. D. upon Lewis E. A. Eigenbrot, and 
that of D. D. upon the Rev. Augustus Wakerhagen and Rev. Andrew Wylie. 

Hamilton College N. ¥—The degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred 
upon twenty-three ; and the degree of Master of Arts upon four. The degree 
of LL. D. was conferred upon the Hon. Lewis Cass, and that of D. D. upon 
the Rev. Ezra Fisk. 

University of Pennsylcania.—Fourteen young gentiemen received the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts, and twenty-five that of Master of Arts. The de- 
gree of LL. D. was given to Major General La Fayette, and that of D. D. to 
the Rev. William Vincent Harold and the Rev. J George Schmucker. 

Dickinson College, Pa—The degree of Bachelor of Arts was conferred 
upon nineteen young gentlemen. 

Alleghany College, Meadville, Pa.--At this Institution seven young gentle- 
men received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

St. Mary's College, Maryland ——The degree of Bachelor of Arts was con- 
ferred upon four young gentlemen of Baltimore. 

Transylvania University, Kentucky—Thirty-two graduates received the 
degree of A. B.; eighteen the degree of A. M.; and the Hon. Thomas Todd 
and Etienne Mazureu the degree of LL. D. 

The University of North Carolina.——Thirty-eight graduates of this Institu- 
tion received the degree of Bachelor of Arts, the present year. 


Summary.—A. B. 501; A. M. 263; M. D.117; LL. B. 11; D. D.14: 
LL. D. 19. 





MAZARINE BIBLE. signatures, date, place, or name of the 
A London Journal of July 20th printer, but certainly one of the earli 





says :—The celebrated Mazarine Bi- est and noblest productions of the 


ble, printed on vellum, was purchased 
yesterday at Evan's, by Mr. Perkins 
the opulent brewer, for 480 guineas. 
The Duke of Sussex bought the Latin 
Bible, in 2 vols. without date, place, 
or name of the printer, but undoubt- 
edly from the press of Ulric Zell, for 
44 guineas, likewise the Latin Bible 
printed at Nuremburg, by Frisner, et 
Sensensehmin, 1475, for 48 pounds. 
Mr. Thorpe purchased the excessively 
rare Latin Bible, in 2 vols. without 





press of Mentelin, and printed before 
1466, for 180 guineas. Mr. Thorpe 
also bought the original drawings by 
Francis Grose, most of which have 
been engraved for the Antiquities, for 
100 guineas. 





COLLECTION OF ANTIQUITIES. 
The late Mr. Ricli’s valuable col- 
lection has been purchased for the 
British Museum. It consists of Ara- 
bick, Persick, ‘Turkish, and Syrian 












ee eee 











1825.] 


manuscripts; gems, and other anti- 
quities, from Babylon and Nineveh ; 
and coins, Oriental, Greek, Roman, 
&c. The report of the parliamentary 
committee gives the opinions of vari- 
ous learned men as to the value of the 
collection. Professor Lee states, that 
the manuscripts are the best he has 
seen collected by any one man. The 
Syriac consists of sixty-eight volumes: 
there is one copy of the Philoxenian 
version of the Gospels, which is valu- 
able. Mr. Lee knows of only one 
other copy, which is at Oxford. — 
There are copies of the Nestorian and 
Jacobite editions of the Peschito ver- 
sion of the Scriptures : there is no oth- 
er complete copy of the Nestorian ed- 
ition in any of our libraries. The 
Nestorian and Jacobite sects separated 
as early as the year 500, and continu- 
ed their editions in their own church- 
es: the collection of them may there- 
fore be important on certain disputed 
passages. Some of the copies are a 
thousand years old. There is a Histo- 
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ry of the Persecutions of the Nestori- 
ans, which Mr. Lee believes to be 
unique. Among the coins and medals, 
there is one coin, a Kufic Derham, 
represented to have been struck in the 


79th year of the Mohammedan era, 
pac Tp worth 100/.; there being 


only one similar one known, belong- 
ing to the Royal Academy of Sweden. 
Among the Babylonish and Nineveh 
antiquities is a cylindrical brick, cov- 
ered with arrow-head characters. 
house of commons have voted 7,500/. 
for the whole collection. 


FOWLER'S EXPOSITION. 


Preparing for publication, a second 
edition of the Rev. Andrew Fowler's 
Exposition of the Book of Common 
Prayer. It is expected that the work 
will be put to press some time in au- 
tumn. This very useful work has 
been long out of print. We are glad 
to have it in our power to announce 
an improved edition. 





RELIGIOUS AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


or 


EPISCOPAL FLOATING CHAPEL SOCIETY. 

A society has been formed under 
the above title, the objects and en- 
couraging prospects of which are des- 
cribed -in the following circular. We 
take the earliest opportunity of bring- 
ing before our readers its powerful 
claims to publick patronage. The 
sanction and liberal assistance promi- 
sed by government in aid of the ob- 
jects for which it is instituted, demand 
the gratitude of all who have at heart 
the moral and religious welfare of our 
seamen ; and, by the blessing of God, 
the benefit will return tenfold to the 
nation at large, from the improved 
character and habits of that long-neg- 
lected portion of the community. The 
society has been formed under the 
most respectable sanction, and must 
commend itself to all who value our 
holy religion, and the best interests of 
their fellow creatures. 

“It has long been a subject of re- 
gret that the variety of benevolent ef- 


42 





forts to improve the moral condition 
of the lower classes in society should 
have effected so little in behalf of sea- 
men ; and this indifference to the dis- 
charge of an important national and 
Christian duty has of late years been 
particularly felt by such as were anx- 
ious to promote their religious instruc- 
tion in coavexion with the Establish- 
ed Church. 

“A very superficial acquaintance 
with the moral character of seamen, 
will be sufficient to discover that the 
credit of such qualities as generosity 
and heroism is not necessarily associ- 
ated with the possession of Christian 
virtue. Itis the misfortune of these 
men that they are doomed to early, 
and in too many instances to habitua! 
a py from those eer or 
religious improvement which are com- 
mon to society at large ; and the ef- 
fect of such privation, combined with 
the force of depraved example, is too 
frequently a habit of indifference and 
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moral insensibility, which is not té®be 
corrected by an influence so distant 
and unconnected with their situation 
as that which is exerted by the regu- 
lar parochial Churches. But if ary 
thing, in addition to extreme igno- 
rance, were wanting to repress an oc- 
casional inclination among seamen to 
frequent the ordinances of publick wor- 
ship in the Establishment, it would be 
the conviction that they donot come 
within the scope of Church provisions. 
A sailor is impressed by the belief 
that he possesses no claim to accom- 
modation in @ church, and he is too 
frequently the victim of professional 
vanity to think of intruding himself in 
— situation where he cannot estab- 
lish the title of undisputed right.— 
Such feelings in the bosom of seafar- 
ing men are powerfully aided by a re- 
luctance to expose themselves to the 
ebservation and fancied contempt of a 
genteel congregation ; and the con- 
current influence of these and similar 
causes will be suflicient to account 
for the fact, that an average of proba- 
bly not fewer than ten thousand sea- 
men in the Thames alone, will not, in 
ordinary cases, present two hundred 
in attendance upon the national forms 
of worship. 

“This apathy and misconception 
can only be overcome by an arrange- 
ment which shall carry the principles 
and the ritual of the Church of Eng- 
land to our seamen in a shape calcu- 
lated to awaken attention, and accom- 
modate the ordinances of ese wor- 
ship to their professional condition, 
their stated habits, and even their 
prejudices. 

“This has been attempted in the 
case of other denominations; and a 
number of zealous indiyiduals, acting 
under the influence of a religious con- 
cern for the spiritual improvement of 
seamen, have succeeded with the es- 
tablishment of Floating Chapels in 
several of the principal ports. The 
result of the experiment has, in most 
instances, surpassed reasonable expec- 
tation, affording satisfactory evidence 
that there is nothing repellant to the 
seamen in the sanctities of congrega- 
tional devotion, and that these inter- 
esting but neglected objects may be 
collected in attendance upon religious 
worship with probably greater facility 
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than any other class of the communi- 
ty. 

“ Having ascertained the peculiar 
adaptation of such institutions to the 
end in view, it was proposed to con- 
stitute an ‘ Episcopal Floating Chapel 
Society,’ for the object of promoting 
their establishment in connection with 
the Church of England. Lord Mel- 
ville, upon the part of his Majesty’s 
Government, has most liberally prom- 
ised the grant of as many vessels as 
may be required for the principal ports 
of the empire, including the expense 
of alteration and outfit necessary to 
accommodate them to purposes of 
congregational worship. Nor will the 
bounty of Government be restricted 
to the donation and equipment of the 
necessary vessels; it is intended to 
comprehend the salary of clergymen 
regularly approved by the Bishops, in 
those particular cases where the want 
of means, or other circumstances of a 
local nature, may render it desirable 
that the Admiralty should undertake 
the appointment 

“The design has also met with the 
approbation and concurrence of sever- 
al distinguished prelates, who have 
already favoured its application to 
their respective Dioceses; and the 
Committee have every reason to be- 
lieve that the same liberal and satis- 
factory arrangement, as it respects 
the appointment of the clergymen, 
will be effected in every port to which 
it may be necessary to extend the pro- 
vision. The chapels will be granted 
by Government to gentlemen, or so- 
cieties, appointed on behalf of partic- 
ular ports to present the application ; 
and it is proposed that they shall sev- 
erally be placed under the direction of 
a local committee, which is to charge 
itself with the responsibility of the su- 
perintendence, the provision of the 
clergymen's salary, and whatever may 
be essential to the promotion of the 
general design. 

“An object intimately connected 
with the sdiajaes improvement of sea- 
men, is the care and instruction of 
apprentices; and the same provision 
which afforded the advantages of a 
chapel to the one, would supply the 
accommodation of a school to the oth- 
er. In seminaries so intimately con- 
nected with the profession, the juve- 
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nile part of its members might be col- 
lected from those scenes of depravity 
and vicious example where they are 
ordinarily scattered during the con- 
tinuance of their vessels in port, and 
introduced to such an acquaintance 
with the principles of the Christian 
religion, and the elements of practical 
navigation, as should constitute the 
foundation of a moral worth and nau- 
tical superiority honourable to the in- 
dividuals and beneficial to the country. 
A lending library, and depository for 
the Scriptures, Prayer-books, Homi- 
lies, and judiciously selected Tracts, 
might also be annexed to each chapel, 
and placed under the direction of the 
clergyman, who must in every case 
be appointed with the approbation of 
the Bishop of the Diocese.”—Chris. 
Obs. for July. 





THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
EPISCOPAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
READ IN CHRIST CHURCH, BOSTON, 
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 15, 
1825. 

The Directors of the Massachusetts 
Episcopal Missionary Society, in a- 
cain presenting their Annual Report, 
feel themselves bound to call on 
the members of the Soci:ty to join 
them in thanksgiving to the Divine 
Head of the Church, that He has 
been pleased to grant so much of en- 
couragement and usefulness to their 
feeble exertions in His cause. The 
operations of this Society have hith- 
erto been limited, by the scantiness of 
its means, to a very small scale. Its 
efforts, too, are of the humbler kind. 
The same brilliant results are not to 
be expected from simply aiding the 
feeble and destitute parts of the 
Church in our own State, which might 
be looked for, if we were able also to 
take a share in the zeal and the la- 
bours of those, who carry the Gospel 
of peace to such as have never heard 
of its blessed truths. But the Direct- 
ors are nevertheless persuaded, that 
much good has been effected by the 
unpretending labours of this ah 
The feeble have been strengthened ; 
the desponding have been encouraged, 
while the zeal of the few, who are 
zealous gmong us, has been confirm- 
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ed, by what has been already accom- 
plished. 

It will be recollected that a state- 
ment of the condition of the several 
parishes in Massachusetts, which re- 
quire the aid of this Society, was 
made in the report of the Directors 
two years ago. Since that time some 
degree of assistance has been rendered 
to nearly all those parishes ; and dur- 
ing the last year similar aid has been 
extended to two or three other places, 
where parishes have recently been 
formed, or where the members of our 
communion have asked for assistance, 
in the expectation of soon being able 
to form them. In distributing to the 
several parishes this assistance, which 
has been much less extensive than 
they would been glad in each case to 
render, if the means afforded them 
had permitted, the Directors have 
been guided by what appeared to 
them to be the situation and wants of 
each. And it is with peculiar satis- 
faction that they are enabled to state, 
that in every parish, decidedly bene- 
ficial results have been produced. In 
one instance, the parish has been en- 
abled in two years, to increase the a- 
mount raised for the support of pub- 
lick worship from 125 to 450 dollars a 
year, besides enlarging their church ; 
in another, the people are, by great 
exertions, erecting a church; and in 
still another, where but for the pros- 
pect of assistance, if it should become 
necessary, nothing would probably 
have been done, a church has been 
erected and consecrated, and a eler- 
gyman settled, and the parish is in a 
very flourishing state, without having 
received or required but very little aid 
from this Society. Thus does the 
Lord help those who engage zealous- 
ly in his eause, and grant them suc- 
cess beyond their expectations or their 
hopes. The same success has, in dif- 
ferent degrees, attended the labours of 
our Missionaries in all the parishes 
where they have been employed. 
The number of parishioners has in- 
creased: and the objections and the 
prejudices of those about them have 
been diminished. At the same time, 
the number of communicants has in- 
creased, accompanied, as the Direct- 
ors humbly trust, by a corresponding 
increase of piety and godliness 
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It is no small encouragement to the 
Directors to observe, that the assist- 
ance, in many instances very slight, 
which this Society has been enabled 
to render to our destitute parishes, 
has had so much effect in exciting and 
encouraging them to greater efforts 
among themselves, to provide for the 
regular ministrations of the Gospel. 
The little strength which the Society 
has imparted to them, has thus been 
rencwed and redoubled by their own 
exertions ; and it is to this cireum- 
stance, in a great measure, that the 
Directors would ascribe the gratifying 
results which, by the blessing of God, 
have in general been produced. 

In order to accomplish as much as 
possible, with the means alotted to 
them, and seeing so many destitute 
parishes calling for help, the Direct- 
ors have felt themselves bound to 
make only a very small compensation 
to their Missionaries, for their time, 
and their labours. Yet they are hap- 
py to state, that they have not been 
embarrassed by any difficulty on this 
account, in obtaining Missionaries. I: 
deserves to be mentioned, to the praise 
of our clergy, and of the Church to 
which they belong, that in ay in- 
stance where a clergyman has been 
found disengaged from other duties, 
he has been willing to enter upon the 
service of the Society, although the 
compensation he has received, has a- 
mounted, in some cases, to little more 
than his expenses. With such exam- 
ples of disinterested zeal, it becomes 
us to redouble our efforts to extend 
the blessings of our religion, to those 
who are destitute of them. 

It is, in the opinion of the Direct- 
ors, by no means an unimportant part 
of the duties of this Society, or of its 
means of usefulness, to aid in supply- 
ing our parishes with prayer-books, 
and occasionally with religious tracts. 
There is perhaps, hardly any other 
mode by which so much good may be 
effected at so small an expense. By 
providing plain and cheap editions of 
the prayer-book, to be disiributed to 
members of this Society, and to Aux- 
iliary Societies, at cost, the Society 
place it in the power of every mem- 
ber of our Church to supply himself 
with this invaluable helper to his de- 
votions. This is a department of use- 
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fulness, which the Directors conceive 
may be very much extended. They 
deein it an object of great importance, 
that the prayer-book, like the Bible, 
be rendered accessible to even the 

oorest members of our communion. 
Let those whose circumstances will 
admit of it, give a profit to the book- 
seller, by purchasing a more ornamen- 
tal edition. But those who cannot af- 
ford such an expense, should be sup- 
plied at the lowest possible rate. Two 
editions of the prayer-book are con- 
stantly kept on hand by the agents of 
the Society; the octavo edition is 
supplied to members of the Society, 
and to Auxiliary Societies, at one dol- 
lar and seven cents each, and the 
smaller edition at 32 cents. The Di- 
rectors would suggest to the officers 
of Auxiliary Societies, the propriety 
of appropriating some portion of their 
funds to procuring from the agents, 
such a number of prayer-books as 
they may deem all wen to be dis- 
tributed on similar terms, in their sev- 
eral parishes. About 400 copies of 
the prayer-book, all but 25 copies of 
the smaller edition, have been distri- 
buted, at cost, by the Society, during 
the last year. A few copies of Wil- 
son on the Sacrament, and nearly 700 
Catechisms, have been distributed in 
a similar manner. 

Since the last annual meeting, mea- 
sures have been adopted to increase 
the number of Auxiliary Societies ; 
and with considerable success. Sev- 
eral such societies are now in exist- 
ence, and have contributed in aid of 
our funds; and some of them very 
liberally. The Directors regard it as 
an object of great importance, that 
the formation of auxiliaries be promo- 
ted, until one be found in every par- 
ish. It is true that the smaller parish- 
es can in general contribute but little, 
and will probably stand in need of 
more aid in return, than they have 
the means to furnish. Still the Di- 
rectors believe that the exertions of 
such societies will be of essential ser- 
vice to the Church; especially by 
promoting a spirit of union, and a 
feeling of mutual dependence among 
the several parishes. As members of 
the same body, it becomes us, if one 
member suffer, that the whole suffer 
with it. 
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Of the state of the funds of the So- 
ciety, the Directors regret that they 
cannot give a more favourable account. 
Since the subscriptions opened, three 
years ago, the amount received annu- 
ally has diminished every year. The 
treasury is now nearly exhausted ; 
and unless effective measures are ta- 
ken to enlarge, very considerably, the 
means of the Society, much of the 
aid which has hitherto been extended 
to feeble parishes must be withdrawn. 
Such a necessity would be most deep- 
ly to be lamented. Several of these 
parishes have made great exertions, 
and incurred responsibilities, in the 
confidence that our Society would 
continue to assist them a little longer, 
until they shall be able, by their own 
efforis, to marmtain the regular minis- 
trations of the Gospel; and it is to 
be feared they would be greatly dis- 
couraged, if this aid should be now 
withdrawn. 

There are also in some instances 
very urgent reasons for extending as- 
sistance to other places. The Church 
in Cambridge, for example, after hav- 
ing been long in a state of decay is 
about to be repaired, and the congre- 
gation will, doubtless, for a time, need 
our aid. There are other places in 
this Commonwealth, in which a 
church might probably soon be built, 
and a good congregation gathered, 
without encroaching upon the rights 
of any other denomination of Chris- 
tians. Is it not our duty, too, to look 
beyond our own State, upon the con- 
dition of the thousands in our coun- 
try, who are wholly destitute of the 
means of religion? If we are not yet 
in a situation to do any thing towards 
carrying the Gospel to the heathen to 
whom it was never known, ought we 
not to do something towards extend- 
ing its blessings to those in our own 
land, who have been educated in its 

recepts, but are now deprived of its 
ansinent From the great variety of 
considerations which press upon us 
the discharge of this duty, the Direct- 
ors earnestly hope that the members 
of our Church in this State, will take 
amore active part in regard to it, 
than they have hitherto done; and 
that the means will not be found 
wanting, to build up the waste places 

in our Church at home, as well as of 
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sending some aid to the more desti- 
tute portions of our country. 
ASA EATON, 
lst Vice President, 
In behalf of the Directors. 
Boston, June 15, 1825. 


NEW JERSEY CONVENTION. 

The forty-second Annual Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of New-Jersey, 
was held in St. Peter’s Church, Perth- 
Amboy, on the 25th and 26th days 
of May, 1225. At the opening of the 
Convention, Divine Service was per- 
formed by the Rev. Simon Wilmer, 
and a Sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. Henry P. Powers. The Bishop 
being present acted as President, and 
the Rev. John Croes, Jun. was chosen 
Secretary. In the past ecclesiastical 
year a new Church having been con- 
stituted by the name of St. Paul's, at 
Paterson, was admitted into union 
with the Convention. 

It appeared from the Parochial Re- 
ports, that there have been, the pre- 
ceding year, in the Diocese, 170 
baptisms; 44 marriages; and 74 fu- 
nerals. Funerals were not reported 
from all the parishes, and the same 
remark may possibly apply to other 
panama usually embraced in simi- 
ar statements. The present number 
of communicants was stated at 641 ; 
but, it is evident, that returns could 
not have heen given from all the par- 
ishes, as this is a less number than 
was reported at the preceding annual 
Convention, although in the Churches 
named there has been an increase of 
communicants, 

The following paragraphs are taken 
from the address of Bishop Croes, to 
the Convention. 

The number of persons confirmed 
since the Convention, in August last, 
has been sixty-seven. 

I have ordained, within that period, 
five persons, two to the Order of 
Priests, and three to the Order of Dea- 
cons ; one of which only for this Dio- 
cese, the others for the Diocese of 
New-York. 

I am happy to state to you in con- 
clusion, that the Church in this Dio- 
cese, through the blessing of its Divine 
Head, has not been suffered to decline 
either in its spiritual or temporal cir- 
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cumstances, since last we assembled to 
be made acquainted with its welfare 
and progress, and to consult for its best 
interests. 

On the contrary, it has continued 
to advance with the same—slow in- 
deed—but uniform and steady pro- 
gress, which has marked its steps for 
several of the preceding years. Two 
more ofthe vacant Churches are now 
supplied with the stated services of 
clergymen, than was mentioned in my 
address at the last Convention. 

The several funds created for its 
benefit are still increasing, and con- 
tinue to promise the most happy ef- 
fects. F 

Under the impression of these dis- 
tinguished favours, can we do less 
then offer our most grateful acknowl- 
edgments to their Divine source, Gop, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and 
give renewed evidences of our endea- 
vours to please and serve him, and 
thus promote his glory. 





From the Gospel Messenger. 


MINISTERIAL LABOUR. 

The following extract from a docu- 
ment which makes part of the materi- 
als of an interesting work by Shuttle- 
worth, on the character of the clergy 
of the Church of England, shows, at 
least, that if there are sinecures: in 
that Church, there are in it also, (and 
such may be asserted to be ome ee 
the fact,) most diligent and laborious 
ministers. 

The master found from the joint 
affidavit of the Rev. John Rudall and 
the Rev. John White, that the parish 
of Crediton, exclusive of the district 
or hamlet of Sandford, very consider- 
ably exceeds 9500 acres, extending in 
length about 11 miles, and in breadth 
in some parts about 7 miles, and con- 
tains a population of upwards of 5100 
persons; and that the ecclesiastical 
functions exercised within this parish, 
exclusively of the district of Sand- 
ford, consist in performing divine ser- 
vice twice, and preaching two sermons 
every Sunday in the parish church of 
Crediton, to a congregation usually 
consisting of about persons ; in 
ae em divine service once every 

ednesday and Friday, and on every 
Saint’s day, throughout the year; 
preaching a sermon every Wednesday 
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throughout the year; catechising the 
children of the parish four times every 
year, and instructing and preparing 
them for Episcopal confirmation ; in 
administering the holy sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper in the parish church, 
on three several days at the festival of 
Easter, on two several days at Whit- 
suntide, the like at Christmas, and al- 
so on the first Sunday in every month, 
to generally upwards of 300 commu- 
nicants ; visiting the sick, and admin- 
istering the sacrament to them at their 
respective houses; in baptising pri- 
vately at their houses about 50 chil- 
dren yearly, churching about 90 wo- 
men, and yearly marrying about 40 
couples ; in baptising publickly about 
120 children, and burying about 85: 
all which ecclesiastical functions are, 
and have been for many years past, 
usually performed by the said John 
Rudall, with the assistance of his cu- 
rate and the chaplain of Crediton, or 
some of them. And that the said 
John Rudall’s own duty as vicar, in 
the performance of these functions, 
would be fully sufficient when he is in 
health, for the employment of all his 
time ; and that as such vicar, he re- 
ceives an annual stipend of 160/., and 
no more; andjabout the sum of 40/. a 
year for surplice fees, he hath been 
accustomed to give to the chaplain of 
Crediton. 





WORSHIP PREFERRED TO PREACHING 

Henry II. (1272) who was noted 
for his regular attendance on publick 
worship, used to illustrate his opinion 
that prayers were to be preferred to 
preaching, by saying, that he had 
rather have one hour's conversation 
with a friend, than hear twenty of 
the most elaborate discourses pro- 
nounced in his praise. Were private 
Christians of the present day more 
sensible than they appear to be, of 
having their conversation in Heaven, 
through confession, prayer, and praise, 
we should not so often be led to con- 
demn the idea that almost the whole 
of religion consists either in preach- 
ing or in hearing sermons. 





MISSION TO THE SAMOTEDES. 

The Russian Church have recently 
sent two priests, under the sanction of 
the Emperor, for the instruction of the 
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Samoiedes, a savage people, about 
20,000 in number who roam over the 
immense frozen deserts which extend 
along the ocean forming the northern 
boundary of Asiatic Russia, through a 
distance of more than 2000 miles. An 
adequate provision has been made by 
the government for the support of the 
missionaries. 





REV. MR. WAYLAND’S SERMON. 

There have issued from the Ameri- 
can press, but few publications, so de- 
servedly popular, as a Sermon ‘on 
the Moral Di nity of the Missionary 
Enterprize,” b the Rev. Francis 
Wayland, of this city. It would be 
difficult to speak of this production, 
in terms that would fully express the 
pleasure we received from reading it. 
Three editions, consisting of between 
3000 and 4000 copies, have already 
been published in Rook, nor has the 
demand for it yet ceased ; and, it has 
been stated, that four editions have 
been also printed in London. 





EXTRAORDINARY MUNIFICENCE. 

A paragraph has lately gone the 
round of the papers, announcing that 
a gentleman of Virginia had emanci- 
pated upwards of eighty slaves, and 
chartered a vessel to send them, at 
his own expense, to Hayti; but with- 
out giving the name of the author of 
so distinguished an act of munifi- 
cence. We think it due to justice to 
supply this deficiency, and to add the 
following facts, which have been com- 
municated to us by a gentleman fa- 
miliar with them, as well as by Cap- 
tain Russell, one of the owners of the 
brig Hannah & Elizabeth, of Balti- 
more, the vessel chartered. 

The gentleman who has thus dis- 
tinguished himself, is Mr. Davin 
Mivxee, of Charles City County, liv- 
ing near Sandy Point, on James river. 
Capt. Russel informs, that there were 

ut on board the Hannah & Eliza- 
eth, eighty-seven coloured people of 
different ages, from three months to 
forty years, being all the slaves which 
Mr. M. owned except two old men, 
whom he had likewise manumitted, 
but who, being past service, he re- 
tains and supports them. The value 
of these negrees, at the prices now 
going, might be estimated at about 
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twenty-six thousand dollars! and Mr. 
Minge expended, previous to their 
embarkation, about 1,200 dollars in 
purchasing ploughs, hoes, iron, and 
other articles of husbandry for them, 
besides providing them with several 
suits of clothes to each, provisions, 
groceries, cooking utensils, and every 
thing which he supposed they might 
require for their comfort during the 
passage, and for their use after their 
arrival out. He also paid $1,600 for 
the charter of the vessel. 

But Mr. Minge’s munificence does 
not end here. On the bank of the 
river, as they were about to go on 
board, he had a peck of dollars brought 
down, and calling them all around 
him, under a tree, distributed the 
hoard among them in such sums and 
under such regulations that each indi- 
vidual did, or would, receive seven 
dollars. By this provision Mr. M. 
calculated that his emigrants would 
be enabled to commence the cultiva- 
tion of the soil immediately after their 
arrival, without being dependent on 
President Boyer for any favour what- 
ever, unless the permission to im- 
prove the government lands might be 
so considered. 

Mr. Minge is about 24 or 25 years 
of age, unmarried, and unincumbered 
in every respect; possesses an ample 
fortune, and has received the benefits 
of acollegiate education at Harvard 
University. He assigns no other mo- 
tive for having freed his slaves, and 
for his subsequent acts of generosity 
towards them, than that he conceived 
it would be doing a service to his 
country to send them out of it; that 
they all had been good servants, but 
that he was rich enough without them. 

We have heard of splendid sacrifi- 
ces at the shrine of philanthropy ; 
aged men on quitting the stage of 
mortal existence have bequeathed 
large endowments to publick charities, 
and princely legacies to religious and 
moral institutions. But where shal! 
we find an instance of the kind attri- 
butable to a man of Mr. Minge’s age ? 
The case we believe is without a par- 
allel —Norfolk Herald. 

A Clergyman in North Carolina, 


has liberated 11 slaves, with a view of 


sending them out of the country. 
It is stated in the Western Lumina- 
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ry, that Mrs. Elizabeth Moore, lately 
deceased in Bourbon county, Ky. pro- 
vided by will for the emancipation of 
her slaves (about forty) and that after 
the payment of a few legacies, her 
land, which exceeded two thousand 
acres, and all the residue of her es- 
fate, should be transferred to the 
trustees of the Centre College at Dan- 
ville. The estate, after paying the 
legacies, is supposed to be worth 
5000 dollars.— Repertory. 





EASTERN DIOCESE. 

The Convention of this Diocese was 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Boston, on 
Wednesday the 28th, and Thursday 
the 29th days of September. At the 
opening of the Convention, prayers 
were read by the Rev. James Morss, 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Newbu- 
sport, who also assisted the Right 

ev. Bishop Griswold in the adminis- 
tration of the communion ; and a ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. Sal- 
mon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Newport, R.I. The sermon 
will hereafter be published in the Gos- 
pel Advocate. 

The Rev. Alfred L. Baury, Rector 
of St. Mary’s Church, Newton, was 
chosen Secretary of the Convention, 
in the place of the Rev. Titus Strong, 
who declined a re-election. The 
Standing Committee for the Diocese, 
the ensuing year, is composed of the 
Rev. Messrs. Nathan B. Crocker, Rec- 
tor of St. John’s Church, Providence, 
R. 1. the Rev. Charles Burroughs, Rec- 
tor of St. John’s Church, Portsmouth, 
N. H. the Rev. Petrus 8. Ten Broeck, 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Portland, 
Me. and the Rev. Abraham Bronson, 
Rector of the Churches at Arlington 
and Manchester, Vt. of the clergy ; 
and of John Howard, Esq. Salem, Ste- 
phen T. Northam, Esq. Newport, R. I. 
and James C. Merrill and Joseph 
Head, Esqs. of Boston, of the laity. 

At the second sitting of the Con- 
vention a Pastoral Address was deliv- 
ered by the Bishop, which will ap- 
pear in the Gospel Advocate; and to 
evince the satisfaction with which it 


was received, and to extend the circu- 
lation ef a Document well calculated 
to be useful, liberal provision was 
made for its publication in a separate 
form, for distribution. 

The next annual Convention of the 
Diocese is to be holdex in St.Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, R. I. 





ORDINATIONS. 


At the close of the Convention of 
the Eastern Diocese, held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Boston, on the 29th of 
September, the Rev. Silas Blaisdale, 
the wd of the Salem Street Acade- 
my, Boston, and the Rev. Henry W. 
Ducachet, M. D. Minister of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Salem, were admitted, 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, to 
the Holy Order of Priesthood. Pray- 
ers were read by the Rev. Mr. Crock 
er, who also assisted in the adminis- 
tration of the communion ; and a ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. Ben- 
jamin B. Smith, Rector of the Church, 
Middlebury, Vermont. 


Admitted to the Holy Order of 
Deacons, at Philadelphia, by Right 
Rev. Bishop White, on the 24th July, 
Mr. James De Puy,a student of the 
Theological Seminary at Alexandria. 


At an ordination held in the Church 
at Paquatonnuck, June 27th, by the 
Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, the Rev. 
Ashbel Steele was admitted to the 
Holy Order of Priests. 


On Sunday, March, 27, 1825, the 
Rev. John Inglis, D. D. Ecclesiastical 
Commissary in the Diocese of Nova- 
Scotia, was consecrated by the Arch- 
Bishop of Canterbury, to the bishopric 
of that Diorese, on the resignation of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Stanser. Dr. 
Inglis is a native of New-York. His 
father was formerly Rector of Trinity 
Church, in that city. 


On Sunday, the 2Ist of August 
last, in Leesburg, Va. the Right Rey. 
Bishop Moore, admitted William Lee 
of Alexandria, late a Student in the 
Theological Seminary of Virginia, to 
the Holy Order of Deacons. 

















